DEC ANNOUNCES TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF GREAT BAEHRE
SWAMP WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA FOR UPGRADES

Boardwalk Repairs in Town of Amherst to begin Monday, Nov. 25;
Work to Take about Three Weeks to Complete

The New York State
Department of
Environmental
Conservation (DEC)
announced the
scheduled closure of
the boardwalk at Great
Baehre Swamp
Wildlife Management
Area (WMA), including
the town of Amherst’s
Billy Wilson Park
boardwalk in DEC
Region 9, to complete
construction repair
work.

Construction work is
expected to begin on ,
Monday, Nov. 25, 2024, and contlnue for an estlmated three weeks. The entlrety of the
boardwalk will be closed to public access during construction. Access will be closed from
the south, along Hopkins Road, to the town of Amherst’s Billy Wilson Park. DEC recommends
avoiding these areas during the repair construction work.

WMAs are lands owned by New York State under the management of DEC's Division of Fish
and Wildlife. These lands are acquired primarily for wildlife habitat, as well as providing wildlife-
based recreational opportunities. WMAs provide exceptional areas for the public to interact with
a wide variety of wildlife species. There are 123 WMAs across the state, comprising
approximately 235,000 acres. Since the early 1900s, the WMA program established permanent
public access to lands in New York State for the conservation and promotion of its fish and
wildlife resources.

The Great Baehre Swamp WMA comprises 270 acres of State land adjacent to the town of
Ambherst’s Billy Wilson Park. The land was acquired in 1989 by DEC with funding provided by
the Environmental Quality Bond Act of 1986. Under a stewardship agreement, the town of
Ambherst constructed a 1,300-foot boardwalk through the areas to connect State land to the
neighboring park as mitigation for wetland impacts.

New Yorkers are encouraged to Love Our New York Lands at Great Baehre Swamp and all
natural spaces by practicing Leave No Trace™ principles and by recreating safely, sustainably,
and hiking in suitable conditions based on weather and experience level.



https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=outlook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9nY2MwMi5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_&i=NjBiOWE1N2U5ODU0NzcwZTY1Nzg2ODA5&t=alRWMHJoMUl4QnduaURYRVFsTjFnUTgvMmlZZllpQzBIbUczbE5KMTN6bz0=&h=80de723845014b4fbbbbb9588cc289ef&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbudlJStCgOQqMZLea0OGFLVyHi8ZtapuSPGNwegByi0Q
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=outlook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9nY2MwMi5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_&i=NjBiOWE1N2U5ODU0NzcwZTY1Nzg2ODA5&t=eVNyMG5HNGF5dm1uU0FHRVBrV3NUOXFTdFRjOEk4WUlIUDBRUlovMy9tVT0=&h=80de723845014b4fbbbbb9588cc289ef&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbudlJStCgOQqMZLea0OGFLVyHi8ZtapuSPGNwegByi0Q
https://dec.ny.gov/places/great-baehre-swamp-wildlife-management-area

Maps and additional information about Great Baehre Swamp WMA can be found on DEC’s
website at https://dec.ny.gov/places/great-baehre-swamp-wildlife-management-area.

SR

Connect with DEC on: Facebook, Instagram, Threads, X, Flickr, YouTube and the DEC Podcast

(This project and information are managed by the NYSDEC. The Town of Amherst is sharing this
information as a public service announcement)
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